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While most homeowners would like to be more energy 
efficient and save money, often it feels overwhelming because 
many people don’t know where to start. How can the average 
family use less energy, lower their utility bill and still meet their 
daily energy needs? To help jumpstart your effort, it is useful 
to know what the top energy users are in your home. With this 
knowledge, you can choose a path that works best for your family.  

According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Agency, the top four 
energy users in U.S. homes are:

1. Space cooling 
2. Space heating
3. Water heating
4. Lighting

Top Energy Users in Your Home
A starting point for savings

Visit www.PowerMoves.com to learn about rebates to help you upgrade these areas of your home.

This Valentine’s Day, when you’re looking for the perfect gift 
for your sweetheart, or making reservations for a special dinner 
at a great restaurant, you can save by using your Co-op Con-
nections Card.

Touchstone Energy’s membership benefit card offers coop-
erative members more than 25,000 local and national deals on 
products and services. A list of local discounts can be found at 
www.pcremc.com.

You can also go to www.connections.coop for a list of national 
offers, and download the mobile app to use on your smartphone. 
This card helps you save on clothing and accessories, restaurants, 
travel, automotive, energy efficiency and more! The card also offers Healthy Savings Benefits, which 
includes discounts on prescription drugs at over 60,000 locations, as well as discounts on dental 
and vision care.  Use your card or the app to start saving today!

Co-op Connections Card 
Offers Sweet Savings
Show your Co-op Connections card and save!



Visit PowerMoves.com or call Parke County REMC Energy Advisor, Jeremy Montgomery for more 
information at 765-569-3133 or toll free 800-537-3913.

POWER MOVES 2017 Residential Rebate Program

Scott Pet, Inc. recently received an incentive for multiple HVAC 
units in their plant participating in the Parke County REMC Load 
Control Program. Pictured above are REMC Energy Advisor 
Jeremy Montgomery, Brock McMullen, Plant Manager Nathan 
Peters and REMC CEO Chadd Jenkins. More information about 
the Parke County REMC’s Load Control Program is available at 
www.pcremc.com.

Riverton Parke Jr./Sr. High School received an incentive for 
participating in the Parke County REMC Load Control Program. 
Pictured above are REMC Energy Advisor Jeremy Montgomery, 
REMC CEO Chadd Jenkins, Riverton Parke Superintendent Dr. 
Harrison and Maintenance Manager Chadd Lawson. 

Load Control Program Pays for Local School and Business!



As temperatures drop this winter, many will look for supplemental 
heating sources for their homes. Space heaters can be a good 
alternative for those who want to warm one area of their home 
without turning up the thermostat on the central heating system. 
However, space heaters are also responsible for 32 percent of 
house fires, according to the National Fire Protection Association. 
If you are planning to use a space heater in your home this winter, 
review these tips from Parke County REMC to keep you, your 
family and your property safe.  

Materials – What are the components of your space heater 
made of? Parts like metal grating can be hot to the touch and may 
burn anyone who gets too close. Make sure you purchase a heater 
that is cool to the touch and has guards over the coils just in case 
little fingers get too close. 

Placement - While it can be tempting to place a small heater 
on a shelf so it is not in the way of pets and children, it is safest 
to leave the heater on a level floor on a nonflammable surface. 
Keeping the space heater on the floor can keep it from falling 
over, preventing fire hazards. Also, remember that space heaters 
and bathrooms are not a good combination, unless the heater is 
designed for bathroom use. Moisture can damage the heater.  

 The most important rule about space heater placement 
is the three-foot rule. Whether you are using the heater in the 
bedroom, living room or kitchen, space heaters should always be 
kept three feet away from flammable materials and out of the way 
of children and pets. 

 Special Features – Does your space heater have an 
auto shutoff function if tipped over? Auto shutoff can be a lifesaver. 
If you currently own a space heater without auto shutoff, consider 
purchasing a heater with this important safety feature. 

 Cords – You should never use an extension cord when 
plugging in a space heater as it can cause overheating. The space 
heater should be plugged directly into a wall outlet, and should be 
the only thing plugged in to the wall outlet. Also make sure cords 
aren’t in a high-traffic area so they are not a tripping hazard. 

 Use – Never leave a heater unattended while in use. If 
you are leaving your home or going to bed, make sure to unplug 
the heater. 

 Following these tips and making sure to follow the manu-
facturer’s instructions can keep you safe this winter.

Application Deadlines
Feb. 28 - Youth Tour to D. C.

Feb. 28 -  Touchstone Energy Camp 
April 3 - Scholarships  

5
Safety
Tips

For Space Heaters 
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Check Your 
Fireplace Damper! 
A crackling fire in the hearth 
warms the house, but don’t let it 
heat up your electric bill! Caulk 
around the fireplace hearth and 
keep the damper closed when 
a fire is not burning. 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

If you’re considering building 
a new home this year, you may 
be focused on wall color, counter-
tops and floors. Building a home 
does provide the opportunity to 
pick what you want but that also 
extends further than just what a 
home looks like and allows you to 
build a home that functions well, 
keeps you warm in the winter and 
cool in the summer and doesn’t 

cost you a lot to operate. 
As a member of an electric cooperative, you can opt 

to build a Touchstone Energy® Home which guides you 
and your builder through building a high-performance, 
energy efficient home. As a matter of fact, the average 
Touchstone Energy Home costs just $500 annually to 
heat and $125 annually to cool. 

Heating and cooling cost guarantee
A Touchstone Energy Home comes with a one-year 

heating and cooling cost guarantee. You will know how 
much it costs to heat and cool your home right after 
moving in, rather than waiting for those first winter 
and summer bills to arrive. And we stand by those 
annual heating and cooling costs. If your heating or 
cooling costs exceed those in the guarantee, you will 
be reimbursed for 50 percent of the difference between 
the guarantee and actual costs. 

Incentives
When you build a Touchstone Energy Home, you 

may also qualify for incentives for installing a ground-
source heat pump ($1,500), heat pump water heater 
($400) and ENERGY STAR LED bulbs (up to $90). 
Specific criteria must be met in order to receive these 
incentives. Go to PowerMoves.com or call your electric 
cooperative’s energy advisor 

The process
An initial meeting with your builder is required to 

discuss key construction components and review 
program requirements. A HERS rater will review the 
blueprints with your builder and discuss how certain 
areas can impact energy performance and homeowner 
comfort. The rater will visit the home after the insulation 
is installed to verify it has been properly installed. The 
rater will also return to the site after construction is 
complete for air sealing verification. The homeowner 
will receive a full energy efficiency report that includes 
a Home Energy Rating System rating which measures 
a home’s energy efficiency.

If you’re interested in more information, contact me 
at Parke County REMC,  so you can build a home that 
looks and functions like a million bucks but doesn’t cost 
you much to operate. That’s the cooperative difference.

Jeremy 
Montgomery
Energy Services 

Specialist

Building a New home? Let Us help!

The Parke County REMC Mobile App is designed to give 
you fast, secure account access so you can easily manage 
your account details, view your bill and your account balance, 
make payments and find payment locations,schedule alerts 
and reminders, receive push notifications, and more. Nearly 
everything you can do from our web portal can now be done 
instantly whether you’re at home, at work, or on the go. 

REMC Mobile APP Offers 
Account Access On The Go!


